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Search Operation 
Launched in Kishtwar

SC Rejects Bias in HC 
Dispute Hearings

After two SPOs go missing

■  CM REVANTH REDDY DIRECTS RESTRUCTURING FROM NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR

■  FOCUSES ON REDUCING DROPOUTS AND IMPROVING SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE

K’taka Govt Moves SC Against HC Verdict 
Quashing SC/ST Reservation Hike

Diaspora serves as living bridge 
between India and World: Jaishankar

Jammu, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame) A massive search 
operation has been 
launched in a remote for-
est area of Kishtwar district 
in Jammu division after 
two Special Police Officers 
(SPOs), who were on pa-
trol duty, reportedly went 
missing along with their 
service weapons.

The two SPOs, identi-
fied as Rashpal Kumar (40) 
and Bobby Chand (54), 
were posted in the Kiyar 
area of Dachhan in Kisht-
war. According to reports, 
they were attached to the 
Special Operations Group 
(SOG) of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, which is 
actively engaged in anti-

terror operations across 
the Union Territory. The 
duo went missing while on 
patrol duty between De-
harna and Kiyar.

Although there has been 
no official statement re-
garding their disappear-
ance, the area where they 
were patrolling is sur-
rounded by  dense forests 
and has witnessed terror-
ist movement in the recent 
past. Some Hizbul Muja-
hideen militants are also 
believed to be active in the 
region. Some reports sug-
gested that the SPOs went 
missing after gunshots were 
heard in the area. However, 
no police official has con-
firmed these reports.

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame) The Supreme Court 
has transferred a commer-
cial intellectual property suit 
from the Delhi High Court 
to the Madras High Court, 
observing that the choice of 
a forum cannot be driven by 
a perception that one High 
Court is better suited to adju-
dicate a particular category of 
disputes. A Bench of Justices 
B.V. Nagarathna and R. Ma-
hadevan allowed a transfer 
petition filed by Sai Maghal-
akshmi Traders, Sri Lakshmi 
Srinivasa Enterprises, and 
M.P.K. Traders against M/s 
Sri Lakshmi Srinivasa Agro 
Foods and SLS Agro Ventures, 
seeking the transfer of a com-
mercial suit instituted by the 
latter before the Delhi High 
Court. In its order, the apex 
court recorded that the peti-
tioners, who are defendants 
in the suit, carry on business 
in Chennai, while the plain-
tiffs have their principal place 
of business at Nelamangala 
in Karnataka’s Bengaluru Ru-
ral district.

Questioning the decision 
to institute the proceedings 
before the Delhi High Court, 
the Justice Nagarathna-led 
Bench observed: “We fail to 
understand as to why the 

respondents/plaintiffs have 
filed the suit before the Delhi 
High Court when both the 
parties are residing in the 
neighbouring States of Kar-
nataka and Tamil Nadu and 
the Madras High Court also 
has original jurisdiction to 
entertain the suit.”

It observed that the issue 
went beyond the convenience 
of the litigating parties and 
involved the need to discour-
age forum shopping and per-
ceptions of superiority among 
High Courts. “We wish to 
observe that it is not merely 
concerns of convenience that 
animate the need for transfer 
of proceedings in the instant 
case,” the Supreme Court said. 
It further said that the percep-
tion of a particular High Court 
being better suited to hear a 
specific category of disputes 
was “entirely misguided and 
erroneous”.

Bengaluru, Nov 11 (Open 
Fram):  The Karnataka gov-
ernment has filed a Special 
Leave Petition (SLP) in the 
Supreme Court challeng-
ing the High Court verdict 
that quashed the increase 
in reservation for Scheduled 
Castes (SCs) from 15 per cent 
to 17 per cent and Scheduled 
Tribes (STs) from 3 per cent 
to 7 per cent. According to 
a government statement re-
leased by the Chief Minister’s 
Office (CMO) on Wednesday, 
approval to file an appeal be-
fore the Supreme Court was 
granted through a govern-
ment order dated October 
27, 2026, and the SLP was 
filed on October 28.

The Congress government 
said it had taken several 
measures to protect reser-
vation rights and ensure 
that the benefits of the in-
creased quota were not lost. 
It pointed out that a resolu-
tion seeking protection for 
the enhanced reservation 
under the Ninth Schedule of 

the Constitution was moved 
and passed in the Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly on De-
cember 18, 2025.

In February 2026, the gov-
ernment also approved re-
cruitment to 56,432 posts. 
An additional six per cent of 
posts meant for SC and ST 
candidates have been kept 
under a backlog arrange-
ment until the court delivers 
its final verdict, ensuring that 
the candidates do not lose 
their share, the statement 
said. The government also 
implemented internal reser-
vation within the Scheduled 

Castes to ensure that the 
benefits of reservation reach 
the most backward commu-
nities among them. 

The Cabinet decided to 
file an appeal on October 15, 
2026, and the petition was 
submitted within 16 days of 
the High Court verdict, the 
government said. It added 
that efforts to persuade the 
Union government to in-
clude the enhanced reserva-
tion in the Ninth Schedule 
would continue, describing 
it as the only permanent le-
gal protection against future 
challenges. The govt said it 
would pursue both the legal 
battle in the Supreme Court 
and efforts to secure a con-
stitutional amendment in co-
ordination with the Centre to 
protect the ri ghts of SCs, STs 
and other backward commu-
nities in Karnataka. The state 
government also criticised 
the previous BJP government, 
alleging that it had failed to 
secure constitutional protec-
tion for the reservation hike.

Lucknow, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Samajwadi Party 
(SP) President Akhilesh Ya-
dav, in a scathing critique 
of the BJP-led dispensa-
tion, described the de-
monetisation (note ban) as 
the “most corrupt decision 
in the world’s history” and 
warned that this will prove 
to be a “vote ban” for the 
ruling party in the state.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Akhilesh 
Yadav said that the coun-
try’s economy suffered 
a death blow due to the 
note ban, imposed by the 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment in 2016, and the 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME) wit-

nessed the worst setback. 
He alleged that demon-
etisation failed to achieve 
its stated objectives, hurt 
small businesses and 
MSMEs, and damaged 
the country’s banking sys-
tem. Notably, the Central 
government had brought 
demonetisation of high-
value currency notes, ef-
fective from Nov 8, 2016, 
for reining in rampant tax 
evasion and curbing the 
influence of black money. 
Akhilesh Yadav claimed 
that the demonetisation 
will lead to a ‘vote ban’ for 
the BJP, asserting that the 
electoral battle in Uttar 
Pradesh would not be an 
’80-20  or ’20-80  contest.

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Fram):  External Affairs Min-
ister (EAM) S Jaishankar on 
Wednesday hailed Indian 
diaspora for its contribution 
to global exchange of ideas, 
knowledge, innovation, cul-
ture and enterprise, describ-
ing it as a “living bridge” be-
tween India and the world. 
Speaking at the launch of 
the website for 19th Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas (PBD) 2027 
Convention at New Delhi’s 
Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, 
EAM Jaishankar said that In-
dian diaspora is an integral 
part of India’s present and 
an important stakeholder of 
country’s future.

The website was jointly 
launched by the External Af-
fairs Minister and the Chief 
Minister of West Bengal, 
Suvendu Adhikari. The 19th 
PBD Convention will be 
held in Kolkata, West Ben-
gal, from January 7–9, next 
year in partnership with the 
Government of West Bengal. 
“The Indian diaspora there-

by serves as a living bridge 
between India and the 
world. It contributes to the 
global exchange of ideas, 
knowledge, innovation, cul-
ture, and enterprise. Now, 
the diaspora is not merely 
connected to India through 
its past; it is also an integral 
part of India’s present and 
an important stakeholder 
of India’s future,” said EAM 
Jaishankar at the event 
which was also attended by 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari. “It is with 

this spirit that we have cho-
sen the theme, ‘From Roots 
to Return: Reigniting Dias-
pora Connect with Bharat’, 
for the 19th Pravasi Bharati-
ya Divas. This theme reflects 
our endeavour to deepen 
the connection of overseas 
Indians with their civilisa-
tional, cultural, and ances-
tral roots. It seeks to create 
meaningful opportunities 
for the younger generation 
of the diaspora to rediscover 
their heritage, understand 
contemporary India, and 
build a stronger and more 
enduring connection with 
the land of their ancestors,” 
he added.

EAM Jaishankar said that 
the role of Indian diaspora 
will contribute to India’s 
growth and development.

“As India moves forward 
towards the vision which 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has laid out of Viksit 
Bharat by 2047, the role of 
our diaspora will be increas-
ingly important. 

TG to introduce new education 
system up to Class 12

Hyderabad, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy stated 
that educational reforms 
are being implemented in 
the state with the primary 
objective of benefiting 
students. He emphasized 
that the goal is to pre-
pare students to meet the 
demands of the modern 
world by providing quality 
education from the nurs-
ery level through to the 
university level. The Chief 
Minister held a high-level 
review meeting regarding 
the Education Department 
at MCRHRD. During the 
meeting, he directed of-
ficials to implement a new 
educational structure, ex-
tending up to the 12th 
grade, starting from the 
next academic year.

He instructed that the 
system be organized as fol-
lows: primary education 
from nursery to 4th grade, 
secondary education from 
5th to 8th grade, and se-
nior secondary education 
from 9th to 12th grade. He 
stressed that by the time 
students complete the 
12th grade, they should 
have attained full profi-
ciency in language and in-
formation skills. Further-

more, he noted that after 
the 12th grade, students 
should have the opportu-
nity to choose subjects of 
their interest and develop 
expertise in those fields. 

It was noted that a large 
number of students drop 
out of education after the 
10th grade, with the ma-
jority of these being girls 
and children from Dalit, 
tribal, and minority com-
munities. In contrast, 
institutions like Kend-
riya Vidyalayas, Navodaya 
Vidyalayas, and Kasturba 

Gandhi Balika Vidya-
layas—which offer contin-
uous education up to the 
12th grade—experience 
significantly lower drop-
out rates. It was clarified 
that 18 states across the 
country have already im-
plemented an education 
system that extends up to 
the 12th grade, and that 
this decision has been tak-
en with the best interests 
of the students in mind. 
Assurances were given 
that the employment and 
retirement benefits of lec-

turers and non-teaching 
staff in junior colleges will 
remain unaffected.

Officials were directed to 
ensure that welfare hostels 
and residential schools in 
the state do not continue to 
operate in rented buildings 
under any circumstances. 
They were instructed to for-
mulate an action plan for 
the construction of dedicat-
ed facilities equipped with 
all necessary amenities, 
and it was confirmed that 
the required funds for this 
purpose would be released.

EC Strongly Rejects Vote-
Count Mismatch Report

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame) The Election Com-
mission on Wednesday de-
scribed as misleading a so-
cial media post that claimed 
inconsistencies between the 
votes polled and the votes 
counted in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections and in state 
assembly elections held that 
year, and published seat-
wise figures to rebut it.

The claim originated in a 
report by Reporters' Collec-
tive, published on Novem-
ber 10, which said the com-
mission's internal records 
showed that votes cast did 
not match votes counted in 
51 seats across Maharash-
tra, Haryana and Jammu 
and Kashmir. In a three-part 
fact-check posted on X, the 
commission said it publish-
es the number of electors, 
votes polled through EVMs, 
postal ballots and total votes 

cast in its statistical reports 
and index cards, all available 
on its website. It questioned 
the reference to "internal 
records", noting that the 
post named constituencies 
and alleged the commission 
had counted zero votes in 
some of them without say-
ing which records it was re-
lying on. The commission 
reiterated that Form 17C is 
the sole statutory account 
of votes cast at a polling 

station. It is prepared by 
the presiding officer at the 
close of polling and cop-
ies of Part-I are given to the 
polling agents of candidates 
present. On counting day, 
counting agents match the 
votes polled in Part-I with 
the votes counted in Part-II.

Chief Electoral Officers of 
the two states issued seat-
wise clarifications. Maha-
rashtra's CEO said that in 
Beed, of 3,84,885 electors, 

2,38,845 votes were polled 
on EVMs and 2,42,084 in-
cluding postal ballots; the 
"1,45,256 fewer votes count-
ed" in the report was in fact 
the gap between electors 
and votes polled. In Daha-
nu, 3,01,257 electors polled 
2,20,919 EVM votes and 
2,21,818 including postal 
ballots. In Mumbai North, 
18,12,115 electors polled 
10,33,267 EVM votes and 
10,36,496 including postal 
ballots; the report, it said, 
had taken the electorate of 
about 18.1 lakh as the num-
ber of votes polled.

EC officials separately re-
jected reports of a discrep-
ancy in Mumbai North in 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, 
saying they confused elec-
tors with voters: 10,33,267 
voters, or 60.44 per cent of 
the electorate, exercised 
their franchise.

Amul, Mother Dairy raise milk 
prices by up to Rs 4 per litre

Demonetisation a ‘Vote Ban’ 
for BJP: Akhilesh Yadav

Four Children From Same Family 
Drown In Water Storage Tank

Kerala HC presses for speedy sanction 
in Sabarimala gold theft case

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Leading dairy 
brands Amul and Mother 
Dairy on Wednesday an-
nounced a hike in milk 
prices by Rs 2-4 per litre, 
effective November 12, 
citing a sharp rise in input 
and operational costs, 
including fodder, cattle 
feed, packaging and 
transportation expenses.

In a statement, Gujarat 
Co-operative Milk Mar-
keting Federation (GC-
MMF), which markets 
dairy products under the 

Amul brand, said prices 
of fresh pouch milk have 
been increased by 4-5 
per cent across major 
variants and packs na-
tionwide. The coopera-
tive said the price of its 
largest-selling Amul Ta-
aza toned milk has been 
raised by Rs 2 per litre, 
while the price of Amul 
Gold milk has been in-
creased by Rs 4 per litre. 
This is the company’s 
second milk price revi-
sion this year, following 
an increase in May.

Jaipur, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Four children 
from the same family, in-
cluding a 13-year-old girl, 
died due to drowning in a 
water storage tank (diggi) 
in Rajasthan’s Bikaner 
district while saving a 
child. The incident has 
triggered grief and shock 
across the village. The 
tragic incident occurred 
in the 04 AWM area, ap-
proximately 70 km from 
Bikaner, under the juris-
diction of Chhatargarh 

police station. According 
to preliminary informa-
tion, the four children 
lost their lives while ap-
parently attempting to 
save one another after 
one of them accidentally 
fell into the water-filled 
tank. The incident has 
left the family devastated 
and plunged the entire 
village into mourning. 
The deceased have been 
identified as Mukesh (21), 
Nirmal (18), Manoj and 
Pooja (13).

Kochi, Nov 11 (Open Fram):  
The High Court in Kerala 
has asked the state govern-
ment and the Travancore 
Devaswom Board to finish 
sanctioning prosecution in 
the Sabarimala gold theft 
case quickly, so that the 
Special Investigation Team 
can file its chargesheet and 
the trial can start.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices V Raja Vijayaraghavan 
and KV Jayakumar, which 
has been overseeing the 
probe, said the sanction 

exercise must be speeded 
up so that the trial does 
not slip further. The case 
concerns gold allegedly re-
moved from the panelling 
on the doorframe of the 
sanctum sanctorum. Thir-
teen people are arraigned 
as accused, among them 
former members of the 
governing body of the Tra-
vancore Devaswom Board, 
Board officials and Unni-
krishnan Potty, described 
as a key accused in the in-
vestigation. 



Musi riverfront work to begin soon, says Revanth Reddy
Hyderabad, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy announced 
that work on the Musi Riv-
erfront project will com-
mence soon. He stated 
that developing a 'night 
economy' in the vicinity of 
the Musi Riverfront would 
create employment oppor-
tunities for local youth.

He explained that trans-
forming the Musi into a 
stunning riverfront, cou-
pled with the expansion of 
night-time economic activi-
ties, would contribute to the 
state's economic progress 
and, by extension, the na-
tion's economic develop-
ment. Reflecting on the 
glorious past of Hyderabad, 
the Chief Minister remarked 
that the initiative is not 
merely about the 'Old City,' 

but about restoring the 
'Original City' to its former 
splendor. He emphasized 
that the riverfront would be 
developed into a prestigious 
landmark, designed to at-

tract visitors from across the 
country and abroad.

The Chief Minister at-
tended the National Edu-
cation Day and Minority 
Welfare Day celebrations—

organized by the State Mi-
nority Welfare Department 
at Banjara Bhavan in Hy-
derabad to mark the birth 
anniversary of Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, India’s 

first Minister of Education. 
He paid floral tributes to 
the portrait of Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad.

Speaking at the event, the 
Chief Minister recalled that 

following independence, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
placed the highest prior-
ity on education. He noted 
that it was during the ten-
ure of Maulana Abul Kalam 

Azad as Education Minister 
that the foundation was 
laid for the establishment 
of IITs across the country. 

It was noted that during 
the time of Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, the foundation 
for the nation's educational 
policy was laid, along with 
the establishment of promi-
nent educational institu-
tions, which significantly 
enhanced the country's 
reputation and prestige. 
Explaining that formal edu-
cation alone is insufficient 
in today’s changing land-
scape—where individuals 
with specific skills are in-
creasingly valued globally—
it was stated that the govern-
ment has transformed ITIs 
(Industrial Training Insti-
tutes) into ATCs (Advanced 
Training Centers) to help the 

youth acquire relevant skills 
for the modern era.

Reforms have been intro-
duced in the education sec-
tor, prioritizing structured 
learning from nursery to 
class 12, followed by a focus 
on skill development and, 
subsequently, innovation. It 
was highlighted that many 
minority youth possess vari-
ous skills. It was suggested 
that children should be en-
couraged to pursue qual-
ity education; for those less 
inclined toward academics, 
the focus should shift toward 
skill training or encourage-
ment in sports. Recognizing 
the growing importance of 
'blue-collar' jobs, the Chief 
Minister stated that a Skills 
University and a 'Young In-
dia' Sports University have 
been established in the state.
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Hyderabad Named Telangana’s Cleanest City

CM Promises Night-Time Economy, Jobs for Youth; Announces Metro Extension from Gowliguda to Chandrayangutta Within Two Months

Urdu announcer’s mispronunciation of leaders’ 
names at Azad Day event draws attention Hyderabad, Nov 11 (Open 

Frame): Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy has con-
gratulated the officials of 
the Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) on the corpora-
tion being recognized as 
the cleanest city in the state 
of Telangana under the 
'Swachh Survekshan 2025-
26' rankings.

Hyderabad received 
this national recogni-
tion through the 'Swachh 
Survekshan'—an initiative 
conducted by the Union 
Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs as part of the 
'Swachh Bharat Mission'. 
The GHMC was selected 
for this honor based on key 
criteria, including sanita-
tion management, waste 
collection, solid waste pro-
cessing, sewage manage-
ment, overall cleanliness, 
and public participation.

The Chief Minister ex-
tended his congratulations 

to State Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar, GHMC Com-
missioner RV Karnan, and 
HMDA Commissioner Sar-
faraz Ahmed, who received 
the award from the Presi-
dent of India, Smt. Droupa-
di Murmu, at a ceremony 
held in Delhi.

The Chief Minister stated 
that the state government 
is working with the vision 
of transforming Hyder-

abad into a 'Green City' 
and a 'Net-Zero City'. He 
remarked that this recog-
nition, based on various 
parameters of the Swachh 
Survekshan, is a matter of 
pride for both the city and 
the state. He commended 
the GHMC officials, staff, 
and sanitation workers 
for their unwavering dedi-
cation and hard work in 
achieving this honor, de-

scribing the award as a tes-
tament to their collective 
effort. The Chief Minister 
stated that this recogni-
tion will provide further 
encouragement to the gov-
ernment’s goal of trans-
forming Hyderabad into 
a clean, eco-friendly, and 
sustainable city by enhanc-
ing sanitation standards, 
promoting urban hygiene, 
and expanding greenery.

Hyderabad, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): An Urdu compere’s 
repeated mispronuncia-
tion of the names of promi-
nent political leaders at 
the State-level celebrations 
marking the birth anniver-
sary of Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad has reportedly left sev-
eral participants surprised.

The programme, or-
ganised by the Telangana 
Minorities Welfare Depart-
ment, was attended by the 
Chief Minister, several Min-
isters, legislators, Members 
of the Legislative Council, 
corporation chairpersons 
and hundreds of intellectu-
als and other invitees.

During the introduc-
tion of dignitaries, Urdu 
announcer Javed Ka-
mal reportedly struggled 
with the pronunciation 
of some prominent lead-
ers’ names. He referred to 

Rajya Sabha member Vem 
Narender Reddy as “V.M. 
Narender Reddy” and mis-
pronounced the name of Ex 
MLA Danam Nagender as 
“Danam Narender”.

The errors drew atten-
tion among sections of the 
audience, particularly as 
the event was being organ-
ised to commemorate Mau-

lana Azad, a distinguished 
scholar, educationist and 
an important figure in the 
promotion of Urdu and In-
dia's composite cultural 
heritage. Several partici-
pants reportedly expressed 
disappointment over the 
mistakes, observing that 
greater care should have 
been taken in identifying 

and introducing dignitaries 
at a prestigious government 
function.

They felt that language 
proficiency, accurate pro-
nunciation and familiarity 
with the names of invited 
dignitaries should be essen-
tial considerations while se-
lecting compères for official 
programmes, particularly 
those organised to celebrate 
the legacy of a renowned 
scholar and educationist.

Participants also felt that 
the incident highlighted the 
need for better coordina-
tion between event organis-
ers and the anchoring team. 
They suggested that com-
pères should be briefed in 
advance about the names, 
designations and back-
grounds of dignitaries to 
avoid such embarrassing 
lapses at important state-
level functions. 

KTR demands Rs 36,000 drought relief 
for farm labourers in Telangana

BJP calls Congress' Bharat Summit 
an 'anti-India' event

TGSRTC to Install CCTV 
Cameras at All Bus Stations

Hyderabad, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame):  Telangana BJP 
president N Ramchander 
Rao on Wednesday accused 
the Congress of organising 
the Bharat Summit, which 
to be held on November 
13-14 in Hyderabad, with 
the support of what he de-
scribed as anti-India forces 
and alleged that the event 
was intended to politically 
relaunch Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi.

Speaking at a press con-
ference in Hyderabad, 
Ramchander Rao alleged 
that the summit was being 
organised under the influ-
ence of Progressive Inter-
national, which he claimed 
had links with individuals 
and organisations working 
against India's interests.

He alleged that Rahul 
Gandhi was associated 
with the Progressive Alli-
ance and referred to pho-
tographs taken with its 

representatives at an ear-
lier global summit. He also 
claimed that AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge 
had met a delegation of 
Progressive International 
in New Delhi and that Con-
gress leader Sonia Gandhi 
had held a separate meet-
ing with its representatives 
at 10 Janpath. Ramchander 
Rao alleged that individu-
als such as George Soros 
were behind Progressive 
International and accused 
the organisation of promot-
ing changes of government 
in democratically elected 

countries.
He claimed that the al-

liance had contributed to 
political unrest in Spain, 
France, Albania, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh and 
alleged that similar activi-
ties were being planned in 
India. The BJP leader al-
leged that the Hyderabad 
summit was aimed at pre-
senting Rahul Gandhi as a 
potential Prime Minister 
before delegates from 100 
countries. "The BJP had no 
objection to the state gov-
ernment organising global 
summits to attract invest-
ments but opposed events 
involving organisations 
that, according to him, 
were working against In-
dia's interests," he said.

Ramchander Rao further 
claimed that 42 countries 
associated with the alliance 
were Islamic countries, 
while the others followed 
Leftist ideologies.

Hyderabad, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): The Telangana 
State Road Transport Cor-
poration (TGSRTC) has 
launched an action plan to 
improve passenger ame-
nities, strengthen crowd 
management and provide 
safer and more comfort-
able travel at 86 major bus 
stations across the state, 
each recording a daily pas-
senger footfall of more than 
5,000. The corporation has 
also decided to install CCTV 
cameras at all bus stations 
across State to enhance pas-
senger safety and improve 
operational monitoring.

As part of the initiative, 
TGSRTC has already intro-
duced improved passenger 
information and commu-
nication facilities at the 86 
identified stations. A dedi-
cated controller has been 
appointed at each station, 
while special enquiry facili-
ties and contact numbers 

have been provided to help 
passengers obtain infor-
mation about bus services, 
routes and schedules.

The corporation will soon 
display updated timetable 
boards at these stations to 
provide commuters with 
clear information about bus 
timings and services.

Public Address Systems 
(PAS) have also been in-
stalled at bus stations to reg-
ularly announce important 
service-related information, 
particularly the departure 
timings of the first and last 
buses. The facility is expect-
ed to help passengers plan 
their journeys better.

The proposed CCTV sur-
veillance systems will be 
connected directly to the 
respective regional offices 
and TGSRTC headquarters, 
enabling officials to central-
ly monitor passenger move-
ment, crowd levels and bus 
station operations. 

Nirmal, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame):  Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) working 
president K T Rama Rao 
(KTR), addressing the Rythu 
Garjana public meeting in 
Nirmal, launched a scath-
ing attack on the Congress 
government in Telangana 
and the BJP-led Central 
government for neglecting 
farmers and the interests 
of the state. KTR demanded 
the immediate release of all 
four pending instalments of 
Rythu Bandhu to farmers. 
He also demanded finan-
cial assistance of Rs 1,000 
per month for 36 months, 
amounting to Rs 36,000, for 
every agricultural labourer 
who lost livelihood due to 
drought. He called for im-
mediate rescheduling of 
agricultural loans and com-
pletion of the pending farm 
loan waiver.

KTR criticised Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy for fail-
ing to recognise the severe 
drought situation prevail-
ing across Telangana. He 
said the Chief Minister was 
more concerned about po-
litical criticism than the 
hardships faced by farmers. 
While farmers were waiting 
for assurances on irriga-
tion water, uninterrupted 
electricity and financial as-
sistance, the Chief Minister 
was not responding to their 
concerns. Instead, Revanth 

Reddy appeared more wor-
ried about my beard, he re-
marked.

He said agricultural la-
bourers in villages were 
struggling without employ-
ment and income. The gov-
ernment must immediately 
recognise their distress and 
extend financial assistance.

Questioning the BJP-led 
Central government, KTR 
asked why drought assess-
ment teams were being sent 
to neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra 
while Telangana's drought 
situation was being ignored.

"Telangana needs votes 
and seats for the BJP, but 
does the state not deserve 
funds? Does Telangana have 
no place in Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's heart?" he 
questioned.

He challenged BJP leaders 
to stage a dharna outside 
the Prime Minister's resi-
dence demanding drought 
relief and adequate finan-
cial assistance for Telan-
gana. KTR questioned what 
the BJP had achieved for 
Telangana and Nirmal dis-
trict despite having elected 
representatives from the 
state. He criticised BJP lead-
ers for remaining silent over 
the proposed sale of the CCI 
factory in Adilabad and the 
failure to establish a Navo-
daya Vidyalaya in Nirmal.

He also accused the BJP 

of supporting the Election 
Commission of India amid 
allegations of voter dele-
tions. While concerns over 
deletion of voters' names 
were being raised across the 
country, BJP leaders in Nir-
mal were organising rallies 
in support of the Election 
Commission, he alleged.

KTR accused the Con-
gress government of be-
traying farmers, youth, 
women, Dalits and minori-
ties, including Imams. He 
questioned how the gov-
ernment had accumulated 
nearly Rs 4.5 lakh crore in 
debt in three years without 
implementing its electoral 
promises.

He alleged that Rythu 
Bandhu and Rythu Bima 
had been neglected, farmers 
were facing fertiliser short-
ages, paddy procurement 
was delayed and promised 
bonuses for all crops had 
not been delivered. Power 
cuts were once again affect-
ing farmers and damaging 
agricultural motors.

KTR accused the Congress 
government of neglecting 
major irrigation projects for 
political reasons. He point-
ed out that the Palamuru-
Rangareddy project, which 
was nearly 90 per cent com-
plete, had been stalled and 
alleged that the government 
was deliberately neglecting 
Kaleshwaram.

Justice must be delivered to dalit farmers over 18 acres 
of land dispute:  MLA Devireddy Sudheer Reddy

Hayathnagar, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): LB Nagar MLA De-
vireddy Sudheer Reddy has 
urged Rangareddy District 
Collector Narayan Reddy to 
resolve the long-pending 
land dispute involving 18 
acres in Survey No. 255/1 of 
Hayathnagar Mandal and en-
sure justice for the affected 
Dalit farmers.

The MLA stated that the 
farmers had been cultivating 
the land and earning their 
livelihood for nearly 70 years. 
He alleged that the Congress 
government had taken pos-
session of their lands in the 
name of constructing dou-
ble-bedroom houses, leaving 
the farmers in distress.

Sudheer Reddy urged the 
district administration to 
conduct a comprehensive 
inquiry into the land dispute, 
examine the farmers' griev-
ances and establish the facts 

regarding ownership and 
land rights. He called upon 
the concerned revenue offi-
cials to take appropriate ac-
tion to ensure justice for all 
eligible affected farmers.

He recalled that in 2022, 
the then BRS government had 
initiated a process to allot 500 
square yards of land per acre 
to the affected farmers and 
had also collected signatures 

in this regard. However, he 
criticised the present Con-
gress government for propos-
ing an allotment of only 300 
square yards, alleging that 
such a reduction was unfair 
to the Dalit farmers.

The MLA demanded that 
each affected farmer be allot-
ted 600 square yards as com-
pensation for the land they 
stand to lose.

Demand for House Pattas in Sahebnagar
The MLA also raised the is-
sue concerning residents 
of Sri Venkateswara Colony, 
Weaker Section, Saheb-
nagar, under Survey No. 
71/1. He stated that during 
the previous BRS govern-
ment, applications were 
submitted under GO Nos. 
58 and 59 for regularisation 
of residential plots. Under 
GO 59, approximately 23 
applicants had reportedly 
paid 1,55,000 each. Rev-
enue officials had also con-
ducted inspections, and a 
list of eligible beneficiaries 
had been prepared.

He pointed out that near-
ly 80 families belonging to 
poor and middle-income 
sections had constructed 
houses on plots measuring 
around 80 square yards and 

were living there. However, 
he alleged that the Congress 
government had stalled the 
process of issuing pattas 
to these residents. Sudheer 
Reddy urged the authorities 
to intervene immediately, re-
solve the pending issues and 
issue house pattas to eligible 
beneficiaries without fur-
ther delay. Several affected 
farmers and residents par-
ticipated in the programme, 
including Katepaka Skylab, 
Gangani Nagesh, Dub-
baka Naveen, Jaya Eshwar, 
Boda Sriramulu, Katepaka 
Praveen, Gangani Srinu, 
Boda Shravan, Gangani 
Praveen, former Sri Ven-
kateswara Colony Weaker 
Section President Krishna, 
Bommada Srinu, Ramacha-
ri, Lakshman and others.
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World Athletics announces qualification 
standards for LA28 olympics

Chess Stars Carlsen, Praggnanandhaa, Arjun 
Set for Budapest Championship Pilot

Salima Tete to Lead India in 
Asian Champions Trophy

Aaryavir’s 160 Powers India 
U19 to Asia Cup Semifinal

Baisoya Eyes Revenge Against Bhullar 
at Phoenix Invitational 2026

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Hockey India on 
Tuesday announced the In-
dian squad for the upcoming 
Madhya Pradesh Women’s 
Asian Champions Trophy 
Bhopal 2026, scheduled to 
be held from November 19 
to 28 at the newly built In-
ternational Sports Complex, 
Nathu Barkheda, Bhopal.

Midfielder Salima Tete 
will continue to lead the 
Indian team playing its 
first international tourna-
ment after the historic gold 
medal triumph at the Asian 
Games in Japan last month. 
Veteran goalkeeper Savita 
Punia, who captained and 
anchored India to a historic 
gold medal at the 2026 Asian 
Games, where she made a 
crucial penalty-stroke save 
against China to secure di-
rect qualification for the LA 
2028 Olympics, is not part 
of the squad, with Ban-

sari Solanki and Bichu Devi 
Kharibam shouldering goal-
keeping duties.

The hosts will enter the 
tournament as defending 
champions and three-time 
winners, having secured the 
title in 2016, 2023 and 2024. 
India will be aiming to con-
tinue their impressive run 
and complete a hat-trick 
of titles while building on 
the confidence gained from 
their Asian Games success.

The six-team competition 
will feature India, China, 
Japan, Malaysia, Thailand 
and South Korea. Like India, 
South Korea too have won 
the Women’s Asian Cham-
pions Trophy three times. 
The tournament will fol-
low a round-robin format, 
with each team playing the 
other five once. The top 
four teams at the end of the 
league stage will qualify for 
the semi-finals. 

Al Amerat, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Aaryavir Sehwag, 
son of India icon Virender 
Sehwag, scored a masterful 
160 from 168 balls to help 
India U19 beat UAE U19 by 
70 runs in the U19 Asia Cup 
at the Al Amerat Cricket 
Ground (Ministry Turf 2) 
here on Tuesday.

victory also helped India 
U19 confirm their place in 
the U19 Asia Cup semifinal 
as they have finished their 
Group A in second place be-
hind Pakistan U19, who had 
edged past the Indian side 
earlier in the league stage. 
India have two wins in three 
matches as they had earlier 
defeated the Nepal U19 side 
too. In the semifinal, the 
eight-time U19 champions 
India will be up against 2017 
winner Afghanistan U19 
on Thursday. Coming to 
the match, the Indian U19 
side made a strong total of 

309/7 in 50 overs. Opener 
Aaryavir scored 160 with 
17 fours and seven sixes to 
hold the team’s innings to-
gether. No.3 VK Vineeth was 
the only other player with a 
notable score as he made 67 
from 69 balls. 

The junior Sehwag and 
Vineeth put up a 193-run 
partnership for the third 
wicket and put India U19 
on the door of a strong to-
tal. The Indian side lost its 
way a bit in the death overs 
as, from 255/1 in 44.1 overs, 
they slipped to 299/7 in 49.1 
overs and ended up making 
309/7. For UAE, medium-
pace bowler Naseem Khan 
was the pick of the bowler 
for having taken 4-48 in his 
10 overs. Coming into the 
chase, India kept a lid on the 
UAE side with regular wick-
ets. Right-arm fast bowler 
Ishan Sood stood out with 
4-37 in his seven overs.

Hyderabad, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Sachin Baisoya will 
have an immediate oppor-
tunity to get back at Ga-
ganjeet Bhullar when the 
Phoenix Invitational 2026 
gets under way at Vooty 
Golf County on Wednesday. 
There is unfinished busi-
ness between the two. Just 
last week, Baisoya took the 
early runaway leader Bhul-
lar all the way to the play-off 
at the Green Fuels Mari-
time Invitational in Vizag. 
If Bhullar’s week, a very 
consistent one, was built 
around his shortened sec-
ond round of 6-under, Bai-
soya’s challenge on the final 
day, which was again short-
ened because of rain, came 
on the strength of a remark-
able seven-under round.

That erased the six-shot 
advantage Bhullar and 
sent the clash into a play-
off. Bhullar eventually pre-

vailed with a 40-foot putt 
on the extra hole, but Bai-
soya had made it clear that 
the gap between the two 
was not as wide as the fi-
nal result suggested. The 
‘Rematch at Vooty’ gives 
Baisoya another chance 
to test himself against the 
most successful player on 
the Indian Golf Premier 
League circuit. The 11-time 
Asian Tour winner, Bhullar 

has now won six IGPL titles, 
including three this season, 
and his ability to find a way 
to win even when his game 
is not at its best remains a 
significant advantage.

For Baisoya and his Phoe-
nix Hyderabad teammates, 
Ranjit Singh, Raghav Chugh 
and Arjun Bhati, it is a chance 
to showcase their team in the 
main event and the X-golf, 
a innovative new competi-

tion, events. At a meeting 
with the media, Uttam Singh 
Mundy CEO of IGPL said, “It 
has been an exciting 2026 
for AM Green IGPL, with 10 
events completed, including 
six international stops, as we 
come together for our 11th 
event. Our league-integrated 
tour is building camarade-
rie and bringing men and 
women professionals to-
gether to compete for equal 
prize money. Through our 
partnerships with golf bodies 
and Special Olympics, we are 
committed to growing the 
sport, while discussions on 
two centres of excellence in 
India aim to create a pathway 
for young golfers. We hope 
to finalise these plans by 
year-end, and we thank Hy-
derabad Firebirds G.C. and 
Dream Valley Group for host-
ing us at Vooty, where players 
have praised the course’s ex-
cellent condition.”

US, Indian investors form $1 Billion alliance to 
fund Indian deep tech Startups Nationwide

Income Tax Department Raids 18 Locations Linked 
to Real Estate, Pan Masala Firms in Rajasthan

India Leads Climate Action as Fastest-Growing Economy: Bhupender Yadav

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): Eight leading US 
and Indian venture capital 
and private equity firms 
came together on Tuesday 
to create $1 billion alliance 
over the next decade to 
support Indian deep tech 
startups. 

The group ‘India Deep 
Tech Investment Alliance’, 
includes Accel, Blume Ven-
tures, Celesta Capital, Gaja 
Capital, Ideaspring Capi-
tal, Premji Invest, Tenacity 
Ventures, and Venture Cat-
alysts, according to Tech-
Crunch report.

Announcing the launch 
of the alliance, they said 
that their goal is to channel 
long-term private capital 
into advanced technology 
ventures while strengthen-
ing US-India technology 
ties. Deep tech startups in 
India have long struggled 

to raise capital, with most 
investors focusing instead 
on consumer internet and 
delivery businesses. The 
new alliance aims to ad-
dress that funding gap. 
What makes the move 
unusual is that investors, 
who normally compete for 
deals, are formally joining 
forces under one umbrella 
with a shared commit-
ment. Each firm will invest 

private capital over a five- 
to ten-year period, focus-
ing on Indian-domiciled 
deep tech startups to align 
with the government’s new 
Research, Development, 
and Innovation (RDI) 
scheme, which offers in-
centives only to locally 
incorporated companies, 
as per the report. Along-
side funding, the alliance 
members will also provide 

mentorship, networking, 
and support to help start-
ups expand globally and 
into the Indian market.

Celesta Capital manag-
ing partner Arun Kumar 
will serve as the inaugural 
chair of the alliance.

“This is in line with the 
strategic interests of both 
India and the US, focusing 
on critical and emerging 
technologies,” Kumar was 
quoted by TechCrunch.

The alliance comes at a 
time when geopolitical ten-
sions between India and 
the US are running high. 
Despite the launch of the 
TRUST (Transforming the 
Relationship Utilising Stra-
tegic Technology) initia-
tive earlier this year, rela-
tions have been strained by 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to impose a 50 per 
cent tariff on Indian goods.

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): The Income Tax De-
partment launched a major 
raid on Tuesday, conduct-
ing simultaneous searches 
at 18 locations linked to real 
estate and pan masala busi-
nesses in Jaipur and Kota. 
Nearly 150 officers and staff 
were deployed in this large-
scale operation. According 
to officials, the action was 
triggered by complaints of 
tax evasion, large cash trans-
actions, undeclared income, 
and use of fake documents.

Investigators suspect that 
the raids could uncover huge 
amounts of cash, benami 
properties, and hidden as-
sets, said sources.

Groups under the scanner 
of the I-T include High Fly 
Real Estate Group (Jaipur), 
whose eight locations were 
being raided. The group is 
suspected of large-scale cash 

dealings in property transac-
tions and black money use. 
More details about the raid 
were awaited. Besides the 
real estate group, the In-
come Tax officers were raid-
ing three locations linked to 
the Siddheshwar Gums (Sig-
nature Pan Masala, Kota). 
The company reportedly 
faces charges of irregular fi-
nancial records and tax eva-
sion. The raid was also being 
carried out at six locations of 

the Gokul Kripa Group (BRB 
Developers, Jaipur). Allega-
tions include undeclared 
income and suspicious 
property transactions. Raids 
began in the morning and 
are likely to continue till late 
at night, sources said. Teams 
were scanning documents, 
computer systems, and digi-
tal records at all locations, 
the sources added.

Sources hinted at the pos-
sibility of large recoveries of 

cash and incriminating doc-
uments. Officials revealed 
that these groups had been 
under the department’s ra-
dar for months. In particu-
lar, the real estate sector was 
flagged for benami deals, 
black money transactions, 
and complex financial lay-
ering to conceal undeclared 
wealth. The Income Tax De-
partment has not released 
an official statement so far. 
Details of seizures and find-
ings are expected once the 
searches conclude. 

Meanwhile, the raids have 
created panic among busi-
ness circles in Jaipur and 
Kota, especially those linked 
to the targeted groups. The 
searches are part of the In-
come Tax Department’s ef-
forts to curb tax evasion and 
identify undisclosed wealth 
through suspicious financial 
transactions.

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): India has emerged 
as the fastest-growing major 
economy, and is also lead-
ing global efforts on climate 
action, said Bhupender 
Yadav, Union Minister for 
Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change. Speaking 
at the 20th Global Sustain-
ability Summit, organised 
by the CII-ITC Centre of Ex-
cellence for Sustainable De-
velopment, Yadav described 
India’s journey towards re-
silient, regenerative, and re-
sponsible growth.

“India has emerged as 
the fastest-growing major 
economy while also lead-
ing global efforts on climate 
action,” Yadav said. “India 
is the only country that has 
successfully adapted sus-
tainable growth across the 
policy landscape through 
targeted scheme implemen-
tation, infrastructure invest-
ment, local commitment, 
and tangible achievements 

on multilateral commit-
ments,” he added. Address-
ing global delegates in New 
Delhi, Yadav underlined that 
India’s model of develop-
ment is deeply rooted in bal-
ancing economic progress 
with ecological stewardship. 
“By embracing Resilience, 
Regeneration and Respon-
sibility, let us chart a course 
towards a more sustainable 
world,” he said. The Minister 
highlighted that the prevail-
ing global trade tensions, 
policy uncertainties, geopo-
litical conflicts, and barriers 
to global financial invest-
ments by major economies 
collectively create a fragile 
environment. “Make sus-
tainability foundational to 
growth by embracing econ-
omy-wide solutions that en-
compass circular economy 
models, nature positive ac-
tions, green manufacturing, 
and advancing behaviour 
change for responsible prac-
tices,” he said. The Minister 

urged the world to embrace 
India’s values for ‘sustain-
able growth’, and to focus 
on a collective global strat-
egy to tackle climate change. 
“India’s policy roadmap and 
growth model exemplify 
how nations can harmon-
ise economic growth with 
sustainability to cultivate 
resilient, low-carbon devel-
opment pathways. This in-
tegrated approach provides 

valuable lessons for coun-
tries in the Global South 
seeking sustainable, inclu-
sive, and realistic growth 
models. Developed econo-
mies experiencing growth 
stagnation can undergo a 
transformative recalibration 
of their development para-
digms and shift focus to sus-
tainability, social equity, and 
enduring resilience,” said 
Yadav. The Minister con-

cluded with a call to indus-
try and global stakeholders 
to join hands in this trans-
formative journey. “Industry 
must transcend convention-
al goals and weave sustain-
ability seamlessly into its 
corporate policy by aligning 
with national aspirations for 
resilience and inclusion,” he 
said. Yadav highlighted that 
the recently issued critical 
notifications with the aim 
of building a sustainable 
future, such as the Environ-
ment Audit Rules, 2025; a 
revised methodology for the 
Green Credit Programme; 
and amending the Forest 
(Conservation and Augmen-
tation) Rules, 2023.

A clear testament of India’s 
sustainable development 
commitment, Shri Yadav stat-
ed, is the significant progress 
it has made towards fulfilling 
NDCs under the Paris Agree-
ment. He also pointed to In-
dia’s progress in expanding 
forest cover, launching inno-

vative campaigns like ‘Mission 
LiFE’, ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’, 
enhancing carbon sinks, and 
advancing circular economy 
practices, among others. The 
Minister said India's transi-
tion towards a green economy 
is being supported through 
clean energy expansion, sus-
tainable infrastructure, and 
environmentally responsible 
industrial policies.  He noted 
that coordinated efforts by 
the government, industry, and 
citizens are accelerating the 
country's progress towards 
long-term climate and devel-
opment goals.

Yadav emphasized that 
achieving sustainability re-
quires greater international 
cooperation, increased cli-
mate finance, and wider 
access to affordable green 
technologies for developing 
nations. He reiterated that 
global partnerships would 
be crucial for ensuring an 
equitable and effective re-
sponse to climate change.

New Delhi, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): World Athletics 
has released the qualifica-
tion system for the athletics 
events at the 2028 Los An-
geles Olympic Games, out-
lining the entry standards, 
qualification periods and 
quota places for athletes 
competing at the global 
sporting event. The ath-
letics competitions at the 
LA28 Olympics will be held 
from July 15 to 30, 2028. The 
qualification framework, 
approved by the World Ath-
letics Council, will follow a 
two-way system, with 40 per 
cent of the available places 
expected to be filled through 
entry standards and the re-
maining 60 per cent through 
world rankings.

The athletics programme 
will feature 48 events, in-
cluding 23 men’s and 23 
women’s competitions, 

along with two mixed 
events. The mixed 4x100m 
relay will make its debut at 
the Olympic Games, joining 
the mixed 4x400m relay.

World Athletics has clari-
fied that achieving the entry 
standard will not automati-
cally guarantee an Olympic 
place. If the number of ath-
letes meeting the required 
mark exceeds the available 
quota in an event, only those 
with the best performances 

during the qualification peri-
od will secure places. In such 
cases, no additional athletes 
will qualify through world 
rankings. The qualification 
windows will vary according 
to the events. For the mara-
thon, the period will run from 
November 1, 2026, to April 30, 
2028. The 10,000m, combined 
events, race walks, and relays 
will have a qualification win-
dow from December 19, 2026, 
to June 18, 2028. 

Budapest, Nov 11 (Open 
Frame): India's World No.7 
R Praggnanandhaa, No. 
12-ranked Arjun Erigaisi and 
top woman player Vaishali 
Rameshbabu are among the 
chess world's biggest stars 
descending on the Hungar-
ian capital for the pilot event 
of Total Chess World Cham-
pionship, an ambitious new 
tournament which tests an 
innovative format and ex-
plores a new direction for 
professional chess.

Among the biggest at-
tractions is the arrival of 
Magnus Carlsen, widely re-
garded as the Greatest of All 
Time (GOAT), who arrived 
in Budapest late on Monday 
evening. Having held the 
world No. 1 position for 15 
consecutive years, Carlsen's 
participation adds enormous 
star power to an already ex-

ceptional field and puts the 
spotlight firmly on the Hun-
garian capital. The 24-player 
world-class field also in-
cludes elite stars like Fabiano 
Caruana, Anish Giri, Levon 
Aronian, Ian Nepomniacht-
chi, Maxime Vachier-Lagrave 
and young talents like Abhi-

manyu Mishra of the United 
States. This makes up an 
extraordinary gathering of 
international chess talent, 
featuring some of the biggest 
names in the game, multiple 
elite grandmasters and two 
of the world's leading female 
players. From established 

champions and former world 
championship challengers to 
the next generation of chess 
superstars, the Budapest Pi-
lot promises a fascinating 
contest across the board.

The confirmed par-
ticipants include beside 
Carlsen, Caruana, Erigiasi, 
Pragg and Vaishali, Wesley 
So (USA), Vincent Keymer 
(GER), Nodirbek Abdusatto-
rov (UZB), Anish Giri (NED), 
Alireza Firouzja (FRA), 
Jan-Krzysztof Duda (POL), 
Liem Le (VIE) Richard Rap-
port (HUN), Levon Aronian 
(USA), Hans Moke Niemann 
(USA), Shakhriyar Mam-
edyarov (AZE), Ian Nepom-
niachtchi (FIDE), Maxime 
Vachier-Lagrave (FRA), 
Jorden van Foreest (NED), 
Haik M. Martirosyan (ARM), 
Vladislav Artemiev (FIDE), 
Abhimanyu Mishra (USA), 

and the world's youngest 
Grandmaster Andrew Hong 
(USA) along with Women's 
World No. 7 Bibisara Assau-
bayeva (KAZ). With a total 
prize fund of $650,000, the 
stakes could hardly be higher 
for a pilot event. The tourna-
ment brings together an ex-
ceptional collection of talent, 
with every player competing 
for the inaugural crown and 
the opportunity to be part of a 
defining moment in the evo-
lution of professional chess. 
"But the Total Chess Pilot is 
about more than finding a 
champion. At its heart is the 
testing of a new competitive 
format designed to bring a 
fresh dimension to elite chess, 
creating a more dynamic, en-
gaging and compelling expe-
rience for players, fans and 
audiences worldwide," the 
organisers said.
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A family unable to use the 
star director's image

Puri Jagannath is 
a brand in Tolly-

wood. A carefree ad-
dress for mass films. 
He is a creative direc-
tor who has given life 
to many artists and 
technicians. But with 
all this recognition 
in the industry.. im-
age? There has been 
a recent discussion 
in Film Nagar circles 
that Puri's own fam-
ily members are not 
able to fully utilize that craze. Is he in the shadow of a star director? The young genera-
tion of his family is still waiting for a proper break. Puri Jagannath has two brothers. 
Umashankar is the elder brother. He is in politics. Another brother is Sairamshankar. 
He has done a few films as a hero. However, there are actors and talented boys in their 
families who are useful to the industry. Puri Jagannath's own son Akash Puri has also 
impressed with his acting in films like `Mehbooba` and `Roman-
tic`. But he is still working hard for solid mass success. Do 
Umashankar's sons also have the qualifications to 
suit the industry with good looks and personal-
ity? They have not yet made a professional 
entry on the sil- ver screen. A dynamic 
director like Puri is in the house. Who 
would say no if he says a single word? 
People outside think that life will be 
set. But Puri Jag- annath has a strong 
theory behind not giving a lift to 
family members. Puri Jagannath, who 
came into the industry without any 
background and rose to become a star 
director, strongly believes in one thing. In 
the industry, anyone should stand alone with 
their own fashion, hard work, and talent.. Is it with 
resumes? With inheritance? Puri's theory is that the successes 
that come do not last long. That is why he gave his son.. family members 
a chance? He thinks that they should stand on their own and does not want to be led 
by the back of the line every moment. This is the reason why young actors from Puri's 
family are not in the industry. What if they enter the film industry? Puri tells us all the 
conditions in the industry in advance. Only if you have the courage to stand up and 
fight against them, do you enter the film industry? Otherwise, they say bluntly, don't 
come. Puri has said this without even mentioning it in many interviews.
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Anirudh Shares pictures of his wedding with Kavya Maran

Career of senior heroines in the danger zone?

’MY ONCE IN A LIFETIME, FOR A LIFETIME’

Balakrishna Sings Again for Gopichand Malineni’s Film

Rahman changed Mumbai's music culture: Subhash Ghai

Balayya lends his voice to a special mass song composed by Thaman, set for release on November

Sharing pictures from his wedding 
with Kavya Maran, the daugh-

ter of Sun Group Chairman Kalani-
dhi Maran and the owner of the IPL 
franchise SunRisers Hyderabad, one 
of India’s top music directors An-
irudh Ravichander on Wednesday 
said, “My once in a lifetime, for a 
lifetime 11.11.’ The wedding, which 
took place in Greece over a two-day 
period, has been the cynosure of all 
eyes as distinguished guests for the 
wedding were flown to the venue. 
Among those present at the wedding 
were Tamil film Superstar Rajini-
kanth and former Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M K Stalin.

Sun Pictures, the production 
house of Kalanidhi Maran, took to 
its timeline to share moments cap-
tured during the star-studded wed-
ding. The production house wished 
the couple saying, “Heartiest con-
gratulations to Kaviya and Anirudh 
on their wedding! #KAVIYAan-
dANIRUDH.”

The news of the music director’s 
wedding was first officially con-
firmed by the Telangana Chief Min-
ister’s office which put out a post on 
its X timeline saying that Sun Group 
Chairman Kalanidhi Maran and his 
wife Kavery Maran had called on the 
Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy at his residence in Jubilee hills 
to invite him to the wedding recep-

tion of his daughter Kavya Maran, 
which was to be held in Chennai on 
November 21. The post put out by 
the Telangana CM’s office read, “Sun 
Group Chairman Shri Kalanithi Ma-
ran and his wife, Smt. Kavery Maran, 
met Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri A. 
Revanth Reddy at his residence in 
Jubilee Hills and invited him to the 
wedding reception of their daugh-
ter, Kavya Maran.”

It further said, “The wedding re-
ception of Kavya Maran and An-
irudh Ravichander is scheduled to 
be held in Chennai on November 
21. #KalanithiMaran #KavyaMa-
ran.” The celebrity couple’s wedding 
comes at a time when director Nel-
son Dilipkumar’s ‘Jailer 2’, featuring 
Superstar Rajinikanth in the lead 
and having music by Anirudh Ravi-
chander, has gone on to emerge a 
superhit worldwide.

It may be recalled that Jailer, 
which was produced by Kalanidhi 
Maran’s Sun Pictures, had raked in a 
whopping 650 crores worldwide. In 
fact, the film was such a phenom-
enal success that the producers of 
the film, Sun Pictures, overjoyed 
with the collections, not only gifted 
Superstar Rajinikanth a BMW X7 
car, they also gifted director Nelson 
Dilipkumar and Anirudh Ravichan-
der brand new Porsche cars and 
cheques for undisclosed amounts.

The success of Jailer also strength-
ened the professional association 
between Anirudh Ravichander, di-
rector Nelson Dilipkumar and Sun 
Pictures. The film, starring Rajini-
kanth, became one of the biggest 
commercial hits in Tamil cinema, 
earning an estimated Rs. 650 crore 
worldwide.

Following the film's phenomenal 
success, Sun Pictures Chairman 
Kalanidhi Maran personally con-
gratulated the team by presenting 
luxury cars to the key members. Ra-
jinikanth received a BMW X7, while 
Nelson Dilipkumar and Anirudh 
Ravichander were gifted Porsche 
cars along with cheques for undis-
closed amounts.

The grand wedding in Greece has 
once again brought together leading 
personalities from the Tamil film in-
dustry, politics and business circles. 
The presence of Rajinikanth and M. 
K. Stalin added further prominence 
to the celebrations, making the oc-
casion one of the most talked-about 
celebrity weddings. Meanwhile, 
expectations are high for Jailer 2, 
which reunites Rajinikanth, Nelson 
Dilipkumar and Anirudh Ravichan-
der. The sequel is being produced by 
Sun Pictures and is among the most 
anticipated Tamil film projects, with 
fans eagerly awaiting another block-
buster collaboration.

It is an undeniable truth that the 
career span of heroines is short. 

Heroines are not in as much de-
mand as heroes. Makers do not 
give seniors the priority they give 
to new actresses. What if no mat-
ter how many top heroines fail to 
achieve consecutive successes? It 
will be difficult to main-
tain a foothold in the 
industry. Current-
ly, the careers of 
some senior 
star hero-
ines who 
have ruled 
the box of-
fice from 
To l l y w o o d 
to Kollywood 
are facing set-
backs. There is a 
lot of talk that the 
careers of actresses 
like Kajal Aggarwal, Taman-
naah and Keerthy Suresh have 
entered the danger zone as they 
have not been able to get the ex-
pected hits recently. At one stage, 
Chandamama Kajal Aggarwal, 
who remained at the number one 

position for more than a decade, 
has made a re-entry after her ma-
ternity break? The expected suc-
cess has not come. As Kajal's films 
in the lead role have flopped at the 
box office, makers are hesitant to 
approach her for lead roles. Simi-
larly, Milky Beauty Tamannaah's 

career is also at a crucial 
juncture. Are you 

busy with spe-
cial songs and 

digital proj-
ects? It has 
been a long 
time since 
she had a 
proper hit 

as a solo 
heroine with 

strong roles. 
The situation 

of Keerthy Suresh, 
who received the Na-

tional Award for Best Actress, 
is no different. After `Mahanati`, 
who gave her that level of recog-
nition? She did not get another 
strong success. Did she do experi-
mental roles, lady-oriented films 
as well as commercial films? They 

did not give the expected results at 
the box office. Due to this, the ac-
tress's career has been in turmoil. 
In the backdrop of the increasing 
influx of new generation actresses, 
opportunities for senior actresses 
from makers are decreasing.

No matter how much glamour 
and talent there is in the indus-
try? Even those who have become 
queens if they do not have a suc-
cess rate at the box office? This is 

being proven once again that they 
will have to be sidelined. With the 
rise of young generation heroines 
and the makers also leaning to-
wards new faces, the demand for 
senior heroines is gradually de-
creasing. Especially, the fact that 
they are getting lead roles in com-
mercial mass films is becoming a 
big minus for their careers. And to 
get out of this situation, there is a 
great need for the Muddugumm-

alu to change their ways. Not lim-
ited to routine commercial roles, 
but diverse roles that have the 
potential for acting.. Only if they 
choose content-oriented projects 
in OTT, there is a chance of com-
ing back into the race. However, 
the journey of Lady Superstar 
Nayanthara is different from all 
of them. Even if they face some 
setbacks? Amma's stardom is not 
going anywhere. 

After the generation of legendary actors like 
NTR, ANR, and Krishna in the Telugu film 

industry, Balakrishna has also made a name 
for himself as one of the four giants of the in-
dustry. Even at the age of 66, he continues to 
amaze everyone with his unique action per-
formance without using any dupe. It is known 
that Balayya, on the one hand, continues to be 
a hero and on the other hand, a politician, and 
also acts as a host for talk shows and impresses 
everyone with his unique talent.

It was revealed in the past that Balayya is 
also a singer. But now Balakrishna will once 
again give another surprise to the fans in the 
theaters by singing a song. Coming to the real 
story, Balakrishna is currently acting in the 
film Dada directed by Gopichand Malineni. 
Balakrishna has sung a special song in this 
film, which is composed by Thaman. Balayya 
himself has sung some lines in this special 
mass song, which is being shaped under the 
music direction of Thaman. This song is going 
to be released on November 13, 2026. Howev-

er, the audience is commenting that Thaman's 
music and Balayya's voice are going to create 
another miracle on the silver screen. Mean-
while, Balakrishna sang the song "Mama Ek 
Peg La" for the first time in full in the 2017 film 

Paisa Vasool directed by Puri Jagannadh. This 
song, composed by Anoop Rubens, became 
a huge success as a party song. Overall, com-
ments are being expressed that Balayya is pro-
viding genuine entertainment to the audience 
with his voice now and then.

It is known that Balakrishna enthusiastically 
sings not only film songs, but also old classic 
songs and poems sung by his father NTR on 
the Unstoppable show, which he hosts, as well 
as at other film festivals.

As for Balakrishna's films, after the block-
buster success of Veera Simha Reddy, Balayya 
has once again given Gopichand Malineni a 
chance. This high-voltage action drama set in 
the backdrop of retro Mumbai is going to hit 
the screens on December 24 this year. Kajal 
Aggarwal is playing opposite Balayya. Man-
chu Manoj, Samuthirakani, Upendra Limaye, 
Abhimanyu Singh, Manish Wadhwa, R. Sarath 
Kumar are playing key roles. Venkata Satish 
Kilaru is producing this film under the banner 
of Vriddhi Cinemas.

Priya Bhavani Shankar 
announces her wedding

Boyfriend Rajvel in cute fashion; 
says "Well, this happened!"

Actress Priya Bhavani Shankar on Wednesday wed 
her long-time boyfriend Rajvel Raj at a beauti-

ful but closed wedding ceremony that was attended 
only by close friends and family members. The actress 
shared the happy news by sharing pictures of her wed-
ding on social media. She wrote, "Well, this happened! 
(heart symbol) 11.11.2026." The actress wore a lovely 
red saree for her wedding, while the bridegroom was 
seen sporting a white Kurta with a light floral design 
embedded on it.

The wedding was a classy and elegant affair, which 
was filled with joy and laughter. Priya Bhavani Shankar, 
who has delivered several hits in both Tamil and Telugu 
cinema, has been dating Rajvel for a long time. In Janu-
ary this year, the actress had penned an adorable birth-
day wish to her boyfriend in which she had gone on to 
explain what she loved the most about him.

Taking to her Instagram page to pen the birthday 
wish, Priya Bhavani Shankar had said, "You wake up 
at impossible hours in Australia, hope fully on, watch 
Man U matches, ride the emotions, and somehow end 
up disappointed more often than not… but never sur-
prised. That’s what I love most — the loyalty and com-
mitment through highs, lows, and the very question-
able seasons."

The actress had gone on to say, "Your long-standing 
prayer is still CR7 lifting the World Cup in 2026, so on 
your birthday I’ve added mine to yours. The universe 
has been informed. Happy Birthday to my favourite 
person to laugh with, argue with, and stay in love with 
without trying. You are my home @rajvel.rs."

On the work front, Priya Bhavani Shankar's recently 
released Telugu film, 'Irumudi', featuring Ravi Teja in 
the lead, has gone on to emerge a blockbuster. In Tamil, 
her upcoming film, director Ajay Gnanamuthu's eager-
ly awaited horror thriller 'Demonte Colony 3', is slated 
to hit screens for Pongal next year.

The film, which features actor Arulnithi in the lead 
along with her, is among the most eagerly awaited as 
the second instalment of the franchise 'Demonte Colo-
ny 2' had gone on to emerge a huge blockbuster.

There 
is a discussion 

going on in Tollywood 
and Kollywood that the pros-

pects of senior heroines like Kajal 
Aggarwal, Tamannaah, and Keerthy 

Suresh are dwindling due to consecu-
tive failures. Their careers are facing 

setbacks as makers give prior-
ity to new heroines. However, 

Nayanthara is maintaining 
her stardom despite 

facing 

There is a 
discussion going on in 

Tollywood that director Puri 
Jagannath is not interested in 

providing fi lm opportunities to 
his family members. It is reported 
that he wants to establish himself 
in the industry through his own 

talent and hard work. That is why 
it seems that Puri wants his son 

Akash Puri and other family 
members to make their 

own mark.

Renowned Bollywood 
director Subhash Ghai 

has showered praise on 
music legend AR Rahman. 
He praised Rahman as an 
amazing talent. He shared 
an interesting incident and 
the anxiety he faced while 
hiring Rahman as the mu-
sic director for the film 
'Taal' on Instagram.

Subhash Ghai recalled 
that he was very nervous 
when he asked Rahman 
to provide music for the 
film 'Taal', which came out 
in 1999. He said that the 
reason for his anxiety was 

that Rahman did not have 
much knowledge about 
Hindi literature and Hindi 
films at that time. How-
ever, Ghai explained that 
he got courage when Rah-
man told him that he used 
to play the flute music in 
the film 'Hero' he made, 
and he moved forward in 
accordance with his style. 
He said that the music of 
'Taal' still stands out.

"AR Rahman.. is an 
amazing talent given by 
our universe," Ghai said 
in his post. Rahman was 
praised for changing the 

music culture of Mumbai 
with films like 'Lagaan', 
'Rang De Basanti' and 
'Rockstar'. He also men-
tioned winning an Oscar 
for the song 'Jai Ho'. Ghai 
said that Rahman can ef-
fortlessly deliver music 
from any region and cul-
ture and will continue to 
surprise music lovers in 
the future. According to an 
IANS report, the combina-
tion of Subhash Ghai and 
Rahman resulted in films 
like 'Taal', 'Kisna: The War-
rior Poet' (2005) and 'Yu-
vraaj' (2008).


